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Mrs Robyn Gasson has been successful in her application for the Rural and Remote K-12 Careers Education Initiative 
which was announced on Monday.   This will open up some great opportunities for both the primary and secondary 
students at the school.
Mr Scot Crispin will travel to the Hunter Valley at the end of April after securing a well sort after Rural and Remote 
Scholarship to attend the NSW Future Focused Learning (STEM) conference.  Scot will be able to help teachers 
incorporate technology in the classroom and assist with the implentation of the new technology syllabus. Scot was 1 
of 50 people selected by the committee to be awarded the scholarship.

Fantastic 
opportunity 
for Bingara 

Central 
School 

Teachers
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THE BINGARA MUSEUM

100 CLUB DRAW ONE 
1ST PRIZE F. McGowan 
2ND PRIZE D. Connolly 

Thanks for all your support. 
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Events Calendar
MARCH
FRIDAY 8 MARCH
Bingara Cup Calcutta
Sportsmans Hotel 6.00pm
SATURDAY 9 MARCH
Bingara Jockey Club Races
Bingara Showground - First Race 2.00pm

Bingara Race Day Marquee
$60pp lunch by Swan Fine Foods
Bingara Showground 12.30pm - 4.00pm
SATURDAY 16 MARCH
Bingara Scrapheap Adventure Riders
Family Fun Day Hawaiian Party
Imperial Hotel Bingara - from 1.30pm
SATURDAY 23 MARCH
Border Country Tour 2019
Classic Wallabies V Central North Barbarians
Weebolla Oval Moree - Gates Open 11.30am
SUNDAY 24 MARCH
NWTC Film Club Movie: The Apartment
The Roxy Conference Room 4.00pm
WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH
School Photo Day
Bingara Central School
SATURDAY 30 MARCH
Bingara Anglers Pink Stumps Day
Gwydir Oval 3.00pm

NWTC Live Performance 
‘It’s my party and I’ll die if I want to’
The Roxy Theatre 7.30pm
SUNDAY 31 MARCH
NWTC Live Performance 
‘It’s my party and I’ll die if I want to’
The Roxy Theatre 2.00pm

APRIL
FRIDAY 5 APRIL
Live Entertainment
Dan Hannaford
Imperial Hotel Bingara - from 8pm
SATURDAY 6 APRIL
Bingara Minor League V Ashford Roosters
Gwydir Oval Bingara

SATURDAY 13 APRIL
Bingaraa Bullets V Uralla Tigers
Gwydir Oval Bingara
EASTERFISH 19 - 21 APRIL

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ABR PEST & WEED 

MANGAEMENT
HEALING TOUCH
MASSAGE CLINIC

Servicing your 
local area.

Call Alan on
0427 402 132

email:
abrpest@

hotmail.com

Shane O’Brien 
Remedial & Sports 

Specialist
0428 693 042

BINGARA 
NEWSAGENCY

Near IGA. Hand crafts 
for everyone, call 

and browse our gifts, 
frames, baby wear, 

wood work, paintings 
& Bingara souvenirs.  

P: 0418649057

Parker Pen Jotter
Blue/Silver

$21.99
Tel: 02 6724 1500

BINGARA 
NEWSAGENCY

Shintaro Multi 
Media Keyboard 

$19.99
Tel: 02 6724 1500

BINGARA GALLERY 
ON GWYDIR

Full gloss photo paper
250gsm - 50A4

$24.99
Tel: 02 6724 1500

BINGARA 
NEWSAGENCY

ADVERTISE HERE
Contact Rod at the Newsagency

Tel: 0428241500 (Text)
Email: thelocal19@bigond.com
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The Brooks family has been associated with Bingara 
for a very long time and historian Ron Irlam, when 
writing in Bingara Federation Families, provided a very 
comprehensive record of their history. Thus, when seeking 
features to publish in the Local Magazine, there is not 
much sense in considering subjects already well covered, 
as was done by Ron. However, there are exceptions and 
when an excellent photo of Daniel Brooks’s marriage to 
Annie James was dropped in by a reader, the hunt was on 
to build a story around it. This proved extremely difficult, 
but after a few months searching, there was sufficient new 
material to publish. Firstly though, a little background 
information on the family.

James and Elizabeth Brooks
The Warialda Standard and Northern District Advertiser 
of 26 February 1901, recorded the death of Daniel’s 
grandfather, James Brooks. ‘At midday yesterday another 
of Bingara’s pioneers passed away from our planet in the 
person of Mr. James Brooks, senior, who had resided about 
Bingara for the past half century. For many years, the old 
gentleman has been stone blind, and for months past, the 
decay of nature has caused him to be bed-ridden. He was 
close to 100 years and survived by his wife Elizabeth, 
children and grand children.’
James and Elizabeth had arrived in Australia as immigrants 
on board the ship ‘Lloyds’, which had departed England 
on 28 May 1856 and arrived on 4 September. The arrival 
records state that 430 people made the journey and no 

deaths occurred during the voyage. Federation Families 
listed their children as: Mary, William Marks, James, John, 
Rhoda, Samuel, George, Elizabeth and Eliza. 

William Marks and Caroline Brooks
William and Caroline were the parents of Daniel Thomas 
Brooks and their other children were: William George, 
Matilda Louise, Marian Elizabeth, Ada Maria, Caroline, 
Mabel Maud and Amy Martha.
Daniel and Annie’s wedding photo was taken at 
‘Cranbrook’, Gwydir Terrace, however, the date is not 
known at the time of publication. 
Annie Brooks (nee James)
The Moree Gwydir Examiner and General Advertiser 
reported on Monday 5 September 1927: ‘Mrs. Annie 
Brooks, wife of Mr. Daniel Thomas Brooks, of Bingara, 
passed away at the Moree District Hospital on Friday. The 
deceased was 48 years of age. Besides a husband, she leaves 
four young children – one son and three daughters – the 
ages ranging from 14 years to 10 years. The funeral took 
place on Saturday afternoon, the remains being interned in 
the Church of England portion of the cemetery. The Rev. 
A.W. Coates officiated at the graveside.’   
According to family notes, Annie was from England; 
however, no further information was found and it is left 
to others to research the ship arrival lists of the 1800s. 
The question to ponder is - what were the circumstances 
which led to her hospitalisation and death in Moree, when 
Bingara was her apparent home?
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Daniel Thomas Brooks 
Locating information about Daniel proved just as difficult 
and by pure luck, the following was found in the Johnstone 
River Advocate and Innisfail News Tuesday 26 June 
1934. ‘The death took place on Sunday, of Daniel Thomas 
Brooks, at the age of 50 years. The late Mr Brooks was 
well known in the Coorumba district, having lived here for 
some years. He is survived by a son and two daughters.’
Whether the above-mentioned Daniel Thomas Brooks is 
the husband of Annie, one cannot be certain. The age and 
timing are consistent; however, the number of children 
differs between the two death notices. Also, why would 
Daniel have moved to Coorumba, 1,321 kms north of 
Brisbane?
Unfortunately, nothing else was found regarding Daniel 
and Annie, and perhaps some readers may be able to 
produce new information for publishing. Regarding the 
Brooks family in general, the chapter in Bingara Federation 
Families, which was based on material supplied by Elva 
Kirk and the late Laurel Brooks, is very comprehensive, 
and certainly worth reading.
Finally, the following information obtained online, may 
help anyone wishing to research and expand on what has 

been published to date.

James Brooks (1810 - 1901)
Born in Trent, Somerset, England on 1810. James Brooks 
married Elizabeth Marks and had 9 children. He passed 
away on 19 Feb 1901 in Maitland St, Bingara.

Elizabeth Marks  (1818 - 1907)
Born in Rimpton, Somerset, England on 1818. Elizabeth 
Marks married James Brooks and had 9 children. She 
passed away on 5 Jan 1907 in Bingara.

William Marks Brooks
Born in Sherborne Dorsetshire, Somerset, England on 16 
Aug 1840 to James Brooks and Elizabeth Marks. William 
Marks Brooks married Caroline Howard. He passed away 
on 30 Mar 1915 in Bingara.

Caroline Howard  (1843 - 1887)
Born on 1843. Caroline Howard married William Marks 
Brooks. She passed away on 15 Sep 1887 in Bingara.
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This funding is now available for farmers, farm workers and farm suppliers/contractors facing hardship due to 
drought. It can be used to spend in local communities or to cover urgent bills such as food, petrol and utilities. The 
$3,000 per household can consist of up to $2,000 in cash and $1,000 in vouchers. 
St Vincent de Paul Society are distributing packages to affected people in the Armidale, Glen Innes, Gunnedah, 
Gwydir, Inverell, Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth, Tenterfield, Uralla, Walcha and Walgett districts.
To access this support contact (02) 5776 0200 (Armidale) and one of their representatives will call you back to 
help your family.

DROUGHT SUPPORT FOR FARMERS  
Drought Community Support Initiative



LIBRARIAN’S CHOICE
THE MISSING MAN
A book recommended to all our fellow readers by Bingara’s Librarian Gail. 
Len Waters was a Kamilaroi man. Born on an Aboriginal reserve, he left school at 
thirteen and by twenty was piloting RAAF Kittyhawk fighter with 78 \Squadron 
in the lethal skies over the Pacific in World War II. It was serious and dangerous 
work, and his achievement was extraordinary. These would be the best years of his 
life. Respected by his peers, he was living his dream. 
The war over, it should have been easy. He believed he could “live on both sides of 
the fence” and be part of Australia’s emerging commercial airline industry. He had, 
after all, broken through the “black ceiling” once before. Above all, he just wanted 
to fly. Instead, he became a missing man in Australia’s wartime flying history. 
Peter Rees rights that wrong in this powerful, compelling and at time tragic examination 
of Len Water’s life. He also tells us something of ourselves that we need to hear. 
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THE LOCAL BINGARA

An independent, privately owned business, by the 
publisher, RODNEY KING of 60 Maitland Street, 

Bingara.
The Local is produced and printed in Bingara by 

Bingara Newsagency.
Publication Date:  Thursday

Phone: 02 6724 1500
email:  thelocal19@bigpond.com
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What is a ‘Win’ bet?
A Win bet pays when your chosen horse finishes first in a 
race
What is a ‘Place’ bet?
A Place bet requires your horse to finish first, second or 
third in a race
What is an ‘Each Way’ bet?
Each Way betting is a combination of ‘Win’ and ‘Place’ 
bets. If your horse finishes first you collect both the win 
and place dividends. If your horse finishes in second or 
third place, you still collect the place dividend.
What kind of bet is a ‘Double’?
A Double requires you to select the winners of two 
nominated races. Each of the two Double races is 
known as a Leg. Double bets must be placed before the 
commencement of the first Leg.
What does ‘Trifecta’ refer to?
To win a Trifecta bet you need to have correctly selected 
the horses that finish in first, second and third place in a 
race
And a ‘Box Trifecta’?
A Box Trifecta requires you to select the horses that finish 
first, second and third in any order in a race
What is a ‘Standard Quinella’?
A Standard Quinella means correctly selecting the horses 
that finish in first and second place (in either order).
And a ‘Box Quinella’?
A Box Quinella is the selection of three or more horses of 
which two must finish first and second in any order in a 
race.
What is a ‘Standout Quinella’?
For a Standout Quinella you may select as many horses as 
you wish but you must nominate one to finish either first 
or second and one of your other selections to finish first or 
second to your nominated selection.
What is an ‘Exacta’ bet?
To win an Exacta bet you must select the horses that come 
in first and second place (in the correct order)
What is a ‘First Four’ bet?
As the name indicates, a First Four bet requires you to 
correctly select the horses that finish in the top four in a 
race (in the order)
What is a ‘Quaddie’?
A Quaddie is selection of the winner in four successive 
races

Free and Confidential Gambling Help is 
available on 1800 858 858

The Dos and Don’ts of 
Racing Fashions for Women

Pull out those hat boxes from the back of your wardrobe 
because it’s that time of the year again. Who doesn’t love 
an excuse to dress up? While the intention is not necessarily 
to win Fashions on the Field, it’s more about looking smart, 
sophisticated, and photo-ready. Here are some pointers on 
the dos and don’ts of racing fashions.

Don’ts
1. Avoid felt hats for seasons other than winter. Keep it 
seasonal for spring with straw hats instead.
2. Instead of a revealing style like a strapless or a backless 
dress, keep things traditional and opt for a conservative 
style. You can still look amazing without showing skin. 
Key tip: Leave more to the imagination. 
3. Again, keep things traditional with a suitable length 
skirt and avoid super short dresses. Try to aim for at least 
mid-thigh.

Dos
1. Don’t be afraid of colour. Pastel, brights and prints are 
all spring racing appropriate. 
2. Suit up with a tailored blazer and a wide leg pant. This 
is a great alternative to a dress. 
3. Less is more. Take this into consideration for your 
accessories, while keeping hair chic and simple, and your 
makeup minimal.

Tips to help you at 
the Bingara Races



said she was not opposed to the water trading market 
(established by the government in 2014), but she felt that 
the whole mining approval process was flawed. Also, she 
said that there were no early indications that Whitehaven 
would even need the water, something that farmers are 
desperate for and in conflict the long held argument by 
mining that it has no impact on farming.

Murray Darling Basin
The Basin Authority has announced an investigation 
into the impact of climate change – especially in the 
Northern Basin – to check if more water is needed for the 
environment.

Premiums for non-mulesed wool
It was reported: “Premiums paid for Merino wool declared 
as coming from non-mulesed sheep have doubled since 
2016 according to the latest figures from Australian Wool 
Exchange.

NSW honey stung by dry times and bushfires
“Water is not the only thing drying up in NSW- so too is 
liquid gold. As the drought continues to sting and bushfires 
wipe out critical bee habitats, NSW is facing a honey 
shortage with production down 30 per cent.

Labor ‘will stop Pilliga gas’
It was reported: “NSW Labor leader Michael Daley has told 
150 concerned residents from the Coonamble region that 
Labor will oppose the Santos gas pipeline and it will not 
go ahead under a Labor government.” The visit followed 
a town survey where 90% of the people said they were 
opposed to the pipeline. Farmer Simon Fagan said: “The 
only party supporting the gas project are The Nationals. 
I’ve voted National most of my life, but not this time.” 
He also said that the pipeline construction company APA 
had halted all exploratory work for the proposed pipeline 
after earlier going to farm gates and doing helicopter 
surveillance of the proposed route. The fear is that once 
the pipeline is constructed it would become a “Trojan” 
horse for more exploration.
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Stock Report
CATTLE:  Numbers increased by 1,000 head, to create 
a new yarding level. Cows dominated, with 50% of the 
penning, as large numbers of young cattle came forward. 
Quality overall eased, in keeping with the season, although 
there were some very good pens of cows. Feeders were 
active, putting cows of varying condition onto feed. Feeder 
competition was also busy, with purchases of young cattle. 
However, competition overall was lacking and the regular 
buying panel saw cheaper trends throughout all grades.
Weaners to restock saw much cheaper trends for both steers 
and heifers. Yearling steers to feed also saw substantial 
decreases, anywhere from 15c to 40c for restockers and 
30c/kg for feeders. Heifers fared much the same, with 
prices easing 25c to 55c/kg for feeders and restockers. 
Plenty of plainer conditioned cattle made under 100c/kg. 
Trade vealers made to 181c/kg.
There were not enough grown steers or heifers for 
reliable quotes. There was good interest to put cows on 
feed, making from 30c to 140c/kg, encompassing various 

weights. Light cows to process saw prices ease 20c, with 
D3 and D4 cows easing 19c/kg. A large bull penning saw 
a rise of 12c for the better bulls, with feeders paying from 
210c to 228c/kg for the better feeder bulls.
SHEEP: Numbers reduced by 1,000 head, primarily from 
the lamb penning, with grown sheep similar. There were no 
heavy lambs to speak of, although one heavy pen made to 
$180/head. Trade and light lambs made up the numbers to 
see a mainly cheaper trend emerge. Heavy sheep consisted 
mainly of crossbred and Dorper ewes, with light Merinos 
making up the balance of the grown sheep. The regular 
panel of buyers was present and operating.
Light and trade lambs made up the bulk of the numbers, 
with the lighter drafts seeing cheaper trends of $10/head. 
Trade lambs also sold to cheaper trends of $8 to $10, with 
the medium weight lambs going $10 to $15/head cheaper. 
Plain conditioned hoggets made to $92/head.
Light ewes saw cheaper trends of $10, with medium 
weights cheaper by $20/head. Heavy crossbred sheep made 
to $100/head, with heavy sheep seeing a very minimum 
offering. A pen of heavy crossbred wethers made to $110/
head.  Sourced from MLA Inverell Saleyard Report
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Bingara
Source: Australian Town and Country Journal, Saturday 9 November 1878, page 38

This week we have again been blessed with rain. On the 
night of the 27th twenty-two points fell, and on the 28th 
twenty-six points, which made the total fall in the month 
of October two inches and one point. Nearly one inch 
fell on the night of the 1st, and it has been raining today. 
The winds are very variable.
The crops look splendid. Some of the farmers are getting 
in their hay.
On Friday morning Mr. White, a resident of this town, 
discovered something in the river which he took to be the 
body of Mr. Russell, who was drowned on the 12th October. 
Upon closer examination it proved to be the body of a 
man. The coroner was informed, and he proceeded to the 
spot. Some little difficulty was experienced in getting the 
body out, owing to its having been so long in the water; 
but this was managed by two men taking a large piece of 
strong calico into the water with them, laying the body in 
it, and then carrying it ashore. After viewing the body the 
coroner and jury retired to hold an inquest at the court-
house, when the following verdict was agreed to – “That 
the supposed deceased, William Russell, came by his 
death accidentally whilst attempting to cross the Gwydir 

River at the usual crossing place at Bingara,” and a rider 
attached – “That the police are entitled to credit for the 
diligences they have used for recovery of the body; also 
that they (the jury) would impress upon the Government 
the  urgent necessity of erecting a bridge over the river as 
soon as possible.” The place where the body was found is 
situated about three-quarters of a mile from the crossing 
place down the river, and the body was fast in the roots 
of a fallen oak tree. The river is quite low again now, 
and all that was visible was the head and left shoulder 
ad part of the left arm. It would have been impossible to 
have found it while the river was high. The remains of 
the unfortunate man were interred during the afternoon 
in the Church of England burying-ground.
The rain unfortunately put a stop to the meeting which 
was to have been held tody for the formation of a company 
to erect a flour-mill here, and I have not at present been 
able to ascertain what those gentlemen propose to do, 
at whose instigation the meeting was convened; but 
I presume that having gone so far they will not let the 
matter drop without a struggle.

Radio for Bingara School
Source: Daily Examiner, Saturday 19 July 1941, page 4

Bingara Public School has been able to procure a radio through the agency of a wheelbarrow race, conducted by the 
headmaster and the teaching staff. Bessie Anderson, who was responsible for collecting the greatest amount of money, 
for the race, was given the honour of switching-on this new item of the school’s equipment.

Bingara Isolated
Source: Singleton Argus, Saturday 22 January 1910, page 3

The floods in the Gwydir district on Friday and Saturday last were the most disastrous for 50 years. No mails have 
been received or despatched from Bingara for over a week. The telegraph lines were broken down, and the town was 
completely isolated until Thursday morning. Immense damage has been done to property. Many houses have been 
swept away, and also hundreds of families have lost everything, and are destitute. Numerous bridges and culverts were 
swept away, including the large bridge of eight pans over Myall Creek, which was only erected two years ago, at a cost 
of £1500. The roads throughout the district are ruined. The Gwydir River rose 31ft., and Myall Creek 40ft. A large dam 
at Gulf Creek Copper Mine, which cost hundreds of pounds, was washed away. The flood waters have now subsided, 
but the district presents a deplorable spectacle. Stockowners are heavy losers, as large numbers of cattle, horses, and 
sheep were drowned. Several persons are reported missing and one man, named Huxley has been found drowned in 
Horton River. It is impossible to estimate the full extent of the damage, as the country cannot yet be traversed.

Bingara Raises £2000
Source: Inverell Times, Wednesday 14 October 1942, page 3

The Bingara patriotic effort which was finalised on Saturday realised over £2000. In consequence of the rain the sports 
ground was unusable so the function was converted into a gala day in the town. The popular man competition was very 
successful. Mr. Eli Brown was the winner with votes worth £1070/7/3, while Mr. R. P. King’s contribution amounted 
to £900. General receipts were over £100. The proceeds of the effort are to be equally divided between the Red Cross 
Prisoners of War and the Comforts fund.
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PROTECT YOURSELF FROM SCAMS
Scammers are getting increasingly 
sophisticated in their attempts to get 
your money or personal details. Be 
alert and protect yourself from being 
scammed by following our tips.
Scams target everyone
Scams target people of all backgrounds, 
ages and income levels across 
Australia. There’s no one group of 
people who are more likely to become 
a victim of a scam, all of us may be 
vulnerable to a scam at some time.
Scams succeed because they look 
like the real thing and catch you off 
guard when you’re not expecting it. 
Scammers are getting smarter and 
taking advantage of new technology, 
new products or services and major 
events to create believable stories that 
will convince you to give them your 
money or personal details.
Protect yourself
Be alert to the fact that scams exist. 
When dealing with uninvited contacts 
from people or businesses, whether 
it’s over the phone, by mail, email, 
in person or on a social networking 
site, always consider the possibility 
that the approach may be a scam. 
Remember, if it looks too good to be 
true, it probably is.
Know who you’re dealing with. If 
you’ve only ever met someone online 
or are unsure of the legitimacy of a 
business, take some time to do a bit 
more research. Do a Google image 
search on photos or search the internet 
for others who may have had dealings 
with them. If a message or email comes 
from a friend and it seems unusual or 
out of character for them, contact your 
friend directly to check that it was 

really them that sent it.
Do not open suspicious texts, 
pop-up windows or click on links 
or attachments in emails – delete 
them: If unsure, verify the identity of 
the contact through an independent 
source such as a phone book or online 
search. Don’t use the contact details 
provided in the message sent to you.
Don’t respond to phone calls 
about your computer asking for 
remote access – hang up – even if 
they mention a well-known company 
such as Telstra. Scammers will often 
ask you to turn on your computer to 
fix a problem or install a free upgrade, 
which is actually a virus which will 
give them your passwords and personal 
details.
Keep your personal details secure. 
Put a lock on your mailbox and 
shred your bills and other important 
documents before throwing them out. 
Keep your passwords and pin numbers 
in a safe place. Be very careful about 
how much personal information you 
share on social media sites. Scammers 
can use your information and pictures 
to create a fake identity or to target 
you with a scam.
Keep your mobile devices and 
computers secure. Always use 
password protection, don’t share 
access with others (including 
remotely), update security software 
and back up content. Protect your 
WiFi network with a password and 
avoid using public computers or WiFi 
hotspots to access online banking or 
provide personal information.
Choose your passwords carefully. 
Choose passwords that would be 

difficult for others to guess and update 
them regularly. A strong password 
should include a mix of upper and 
lower case letters, numbers and 
symbols. Don’t use the same password 
for every account/profile, and don’t 
share your passwords with anyone.
Review your privacy and security 
settings on social media. If you 
use social networking sites, such as 
Facebook, be careful who you connect 
with and learn how to use your privacy 
and security settings to ensure you 
stay safe.  If you recognise suspicious 
behaviour, clicked on spam or have 
been scammed online, take steps to 
secure your account and be sure to 
report it.
Beware of any requests for your 
details or money. Never send money 
or give credit card details, online 
account details or copies of personal 
documents to anyone you don’t know 
or trust. Don’t agree to transfer money 
or goods for someone else: money 
laundering is a criminal offence.
Be wary of unusual payment 
requests. Scammers will often ask 
you to use an unusual payment method, 
including preloaded debit cards, gift 
cards, iTunes cards or virtual currency 
such as Bitcoin.
Be careful when shopping online. 
Beware of offers that seem too good 
to be true, and always use an online 
shopping service that you know and 
trust. Think twice before using virtual 
currencies (like Bitcoin) - they do not 
have the same protections as other 
transaction methods, which means 
you can’t get your money back once 
you send it.



How help your garden survive 
a drought

Australia is currently experiencing one of the worst 
droughts in history and sadly it’s not the first or last time 
this will occur. 
According to The Bureau of Meteorology’s most recent 
drought report, nationally, it was the driest July since 
2002 and rainfall was below average for most of southern 
Australia, The Goldfields and Southern Interior districts 
of Western Australia, areas in the south and northeast 
of South Australia, into New South Wales and northern 
Victoria. 
While our famers are obviously the worst affected by 
drought, backyards around the country are also suffering 
from the lack of rain and water restrictions. So, what can 
we do to keep our gardens alive and conserve water at the 
same time? Plenty!
Here are some tips for looking after your garden during 
very dry weather and conserving water where you can.

Use mulch
Apply a generous layer of mulch over any garden beds, 
veggie patches and pots. This will help to reduce the 
amount of moisture that is lost from the soil or potting 
mix.

Soil wetting agents
Ensure you use a soil wetting agent to help to break down 
the waxy, water repellent layer that can develop on soil 
and potting mix. This helps make the most of any rain or 
irrigation by enabling water to penetrate the soil evenly 
and effectively.

Organic matter
Soil that contains a lot of organic matter can hold more 

moisture. Regularly mix concentrated sources of organic 
matter into your soil, such as compost and organic soil 
improvers.

Water in the early morning
It’s best to water in the cool of the early morning, which 
helps hydrate and prepare plants for the heat of the day 
and when evaporation is low.

Use polymer film
During a drought, apply a specialised polymer film over 
the leaves of any sensitive plants in your garden. This will 
help to reduce moisture loss from leaves.

Don’t waste water
Instead of letting the cool water from your shower run 
down the drain while you wait for it to get hot, try placing 
a bucket underneath the water stream to catch it. You can 
then re-use this water for your garden.

Drought Tolerant Plants
Choosing drought-tolerant plants is the most successful 
way to ensure your garden survives when water is scarce 
and there are plenty of beautiful varieties to choose from.
Herbs like rosemary, sage, thyme and oregano.
Australian native plants like banksias, tea tree, kangaroo 
paw, westringia and bottlebrush.
Succulents like mother-in-law’s tongue, yucca, aloes, 
sedum and agave.
Flowering plants like lavender, many salvias, rhaphiolepis, 
proteas and bougainvillea.
Grey foliage plants like lamb’s ear, santolina and Senecio 
‘Silver Dust’.
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The headline across the front page of the Northern Daily 
Leader on Monday 4th, “Needle Returns- Hundreds of 
syringes found in Moree and Gwydir recycling”, was 
certainly a wake-up call for residents. The origin of the 
article was a press release by Challenge Tamworth which 
said: “Challenge Recycling Services has had to return 
loaded recycling trucks back to councils, after repeatedly 
finding hundreds of syringes.” 
Recycling trucks collect waste from Moree, Narrabri and 
Gwydir shires and it is taken to Tamworth for processing. 

Thus, Bingara’s Local Magazine contacted the CEO 
of Challenge Tamworth, Barry Murphy, to get a clearer 
picture of Gwydir’s position. Currently all recycle waste 
from our towns is combined with Moree’s waste, and 
therefore identifying specific details of where the needles 
are coming from is not possible. However, from now on 
the waste from each area will be sorted separately and in 
future it will be possible to track the sources and extent of 
the problem.
Tamworth only two rejections
To gain an appreciation of compliance in Moree/Gwydir, 
Mr. Murphy explained that the whole of Tamworth only 
had two needles found in recycling, but there hundreds in 
our trucks. However, the problem did not stop there; they 
also found dead animals, diabetic syringes and disposable 
nappies. 
Finally, we believe that Gwydir is far better than the picture 
painted and this will be proven by the splitting of trucks, 
but that does not satisfy the over-riding concern about 
substance abuse in our towns, or the extent of it.

Needle Returns 
 Gwydir/Moree Shires
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ARIES:   The sun continues its journey 
through your spiritual sector and a more 
private part of your chart this week. This is 
an opportunity to continue clearing away 
emotional baggage and releasing those 
situations that no longer serve you. 
Toward that end, there’s a new moon in this 
same zone on Wednesday that can assist 
you. However, with hazy Neptune also 
aligning with this powerful lunar phase, it 
could be easy to lose your focus and let 
things drift. Write down your goals for the 
coming month because this will help you 
stay on track.
TAURUS:   As chatty Mercury rewinds 
in Pisces from Tuesday until March 28, 
it would be just as well to expect the 
unexpected and to factor in the possibility 
of delays. Things may not go as planned, 
but this can still bring fresh options and 
ideas into the mix. 
This week can bring opportunities for fun 
outings and events and possibly a friendly 
reunion. You might also be influenced by 
people who have a creative and artistic 
streak. A new moon in this zone on 
Wednesday could coincide with the start 
of a team project or plan that involves art, 
crafts, or music. 
GEMINI: The week commences as 
expressive Mercury, your personal planet, 
turns retrograde in your sector of goals and 
ambitions on Tuesday. This phase lasts 
until March 28, and it could bring delays 
to your best-laid plans. With a focus on 
getting ahead, it would pay to be careful 
regarding any deals, new contracts, or 
communications in general. 
CANCER: The focus on your sector 
of far horizons could see you yearning 
for a break and a chance to get away to 
somewhere beautiful and healing. Perhaps 
you need the opportunity to deeply relax 
and allow any cares and worries to float 
away. If so, this might be the week to take 
time out and follow your heart’s desire.
LEO:  What secrets will emerge out of 
the shadows this week? A focus on your 
sector of change and transformation 

and all things hidden could make for an 
interesting few days and weeks. 
The sun in Pisces and in this sensitive 
sector aligns with nebulous Neptune. And 
with a new moon also factoring into the 
equation, this could be a time of revelation. 
A piece of information or news could have 
a powerful effect on you. It could kick-start 
a phase of action or encourage you to 
make a few decisions.
VIRGO: If someone has been a little 
bit reticent, this week’s blend of energies 
could spotlight their real motives. The 
Pisces sun linking to nebulous Neptune 
with it’s illuminating qualities can pierce 
the fog of misunderstanding and bring 
anything hidden into the light. 
LIBRA:  As innovative and refreshing 
Uranus moves into a deeper and more 
sensitive sector of your chart, the years until 
2026 could see you becoming acquainted 
with some hidden aspects of yourself. 
Whatever idealistic picture you may have 
painted about your life could be shattered 
by emerging deeper truths. Suddenly you 
may find that you can reclaim your power 
by aligning with impulses you’d previously 
ignored. 
SCORPIO:  Your sector of recreation 
and romance is emphasized, encouraging 
you to indulge in hobbies you enjoy, revel 
in a budding relationship, or spend some 
relaxing downtime with your long-term 
partner. Thoughtful Mercury rewinds in this 
sector from Tuesday to March 28, which 
could put you back in touch with hobbies 
or pastimes you enjoyed in your younger 
years. And perhaps an ex or old flame will 
march back into your life. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home and family life 
could be your focus over this week, and 
you might be eager to resolve an issue that 
has puzzled you for some time. Perhaps 
somebody’s behavior is mysterious, or 
a niggling issue seems to continue on 
and on. As a new moon conjoins with 
hazy Neptune on Wednesday, a flash of 
inspiration could enable you to see the 
truth of a situation. This could inspire you 

forward, and sound decisions will clear 
the way for further progress. 
CAPRICORN:  If you’ve experienced 
misunderstandings with someone, the 
coming week can help you to clarify why 
this might be. With the new moon in your 
sector of communication, the answer may 
become obvious. Then you’ll need to act 
on it. 
To complicate matters, chatty Mercury 
turns retrograde in your sector of talk and 
thought from Tuesday until March 28, which 
could inspire further misunderstandings. 
You need to be quite patient with others 
and especially with yourself if plans seem 
to go awry. 
AQUARIUS: As expressive Mercury 
goes into reverse in your personal financial 
zone, it might be time to come to grips with 
money matters. And you might need to be 
more careful when it comes to buying big-
ticket items. Things like computers or cars 
might be better left until the planet of talk 
and thought turns direct again on March 
28. If you have no option, though, keep 
any receipts and paperwork. 
You could tend to be rather too generous, 
too, and the new moon in this zone on 
Wednesday encourages you to set firmer 
intentions in this regard. Put your own 
needs first, and when these are satisfied, 
share what you can genuinely afford with 
whomever you lik
PISCES:   You should be in your element 
with the sun in your sign. This can be a 
very life-affirming time of year for you. It’s 
an opportunity to get moving on those 
plans and projects that are closest to your 
heart. Plus, with the new moon in your sign 
on Wednesday, this is the perfect time to 
make a start. However, with hazy Neptune 
in the mix, it helps to clarify your intentions 
first.
In addition, chatty Mercury is retrograde 
in your sign from Tuesday until March 
28, which can bring delays, unexpected 
changes, and perhaps misunderstandings.
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Ingredients
cream , optional, to serve 
custard , optional, to serve 
Pastry 
500 g plain flour , plus extra for dusting 
100 g icing sugar 
250 g unsalted butter , chilled and cut into cubes 
2 large free-range eggs 
1 splash milk 
Filling 
10 Granny Smith apples , peeled, cored and halved, 3 
sliced 
2 oranges , juice and zest of 
7 heaped tablespoons caster sugar 
400 g huckleberries or blueberries 
1 heaped tablespoon plain flour 
1 large free-range egg , beaten 
1 small handful demerara sugar 
good-quality vanilla ice cream , optional, to serve

Method
1.  You can make your pastry by hand, or simply pulse all 
the ingredients in a food processor. If making by hand, sieve 
the flour, icing sugar and a pinch of sea salt from a height 

into a large mixing bowl. Use your fingertips to gently 
work the cubes of butter into the flour and sugar until the 
mixture resembles breadcrumbs. Transfer a handful of this 
mixture to a separate bowl, rub it between your fingers to 
get larger crumbs, then put aside. Add the eggs and milk 
to the main mixture and gently work it together until you 
have a ball of pastry dough. Don’t work it too much at this 
stage – you want to keep it crumbly and short. Sprinkle a 
little flour over the pastry, then wrap it in cling film and 
pop it into the fridge to rest for 1 hour.
2.  Meanwhile, put the apples into a large pan with the zest 
and juice of 1 orange, a splash of water and 5 tablespoons 
of caster sugar. Cover the pan and simmer on a medium 
heat for 10 minutes, until the apples have softened but still 
hold their shape. Remove from the heat and leave to cool. 
Scrunch a handful of berries in a bowl with the remaining 
caster sugar and the zest and juice of your remaining 
orange. Add the rest of the berries. Toss the cooled apples 
and their juices in a large bowl with the berries and the 
flour, then put aside.
3.  Preheat your oven to 180ºC/350ºF/gas 4. Take your 
ball of pastry out of the fridge and let it come up to room 
temperature. Get yourself a pie dish around 28cm in 
diameter. Flour a clean surface and a rolling pin. Cut off a 
third of your pastry and put that piece to one side. Roll the 
rest into a circle just over 0.5cm thick, dusting with flour 
as you go. Roll the circle of pastry up over your rolling 
pin, then gently unroll it over the pie dish. Push it into the 
sides, letting any excess pastry hang over the edge. Tip in 
the fruit filling and brush all around the edge of the pastry 
with some of the beaten egg. Roll out the smaller ball of 
pastry about 0.5cm thick and use your rolling pin to lay it 
over the top of the pie. Brush it all over with more beaten 
egg, reserving a little. Sprinkle over the reserved crumble 
mixture and the demerara sugar.
4.  Fold the scruffy edges of pastry hanging over the sides 
back over the pie, sealing the edge by twisting or crimping 
it as you like. Brush these folded edges with your remaining 
beaten egg. Using a small, sharp knife, cut a cross into 
the middle of the pie. Place on the bottom of the oven 
and bake for 45 to 55 minutes, until golden and beautiful. 
Serve with ice cream, cream or custard.

APPLEBERRY PIE



The first time I saw the Swamp Harrier cruising a few 
metres above a grassy paddock, I was immediately 
reminded of the old black and white movies featuring the 
World War 11 bomber, the Avro Lancaster. Both the bird 
and the bomber seemed to just lumber along, both close to 
the ground, the bird looking for prey, the bomber seeking 
to sneak in under the radar.
In arguably the most famous of all bombing runs, the elite 
of the Lancaster pilots flew the big planes barely metres 
above the water, in what was called Operation Chastise. 
The objective of the mission was to the skip bombs along 
the surface of the water to blow up the dam walls to disable 
the German’s industrial war efforts. It worked a treat and 
the1955 movie based on the operation called The Dam 
Busters, is a classic. But I digress, back to the Swamp 
Harrier and Birdlife Australia’s web page, provides the 
following details. 

Swamp Harrier
“The Swamp Harrier is one of the few raptors in Australia 
that makes a regular seasonal migration. To escape the 
rigours of the Tasmanian winter, harriers often make the 
hazardous journey across Bass Strait to spend the cooler 
months on the mainland, before returning to breed in 
late winter and spring. In autumn, parts of south-eastern 
Australia often seem to be brimming with harriers, slowly 

quartering up and down over wetlands and rank farmland 
in search of rabbits and smaller forms of prey.

Description
The Swamp Harrier is a large slim-bodied raptor (bird of 
prey), with long slender legs and a long tail, rounded at 
the tip. It is mainly dark brown above and the white rump 
is prominent. It has an owl-like face mask. The wings 
are long and broad, with 5 ‘fingers’ on the wing tips in 
flight. Females are larger with rufous underparts, while 
the smaller male is lighter underneath. The legs and eyes 
are yellow. This species has a slow sailing flight on up-
swept wings, flying low over water. It is also known as the 
Marsh Harrier.

Distribution
The Swamp Harrier is widespread in Australasia and the 
South Pacific. It is the commonest raptor in New Zealand

Habitat
The Swamp Harrier is found in terrestrial wetlands and 
open country of tropical and temperate Australia and New 
Zealand. It is mainly seen in fresh or salt wetlands, often in 
deep swamps with emergent reeds and over open water. In 
New Zealand it is more widely found, not just in wetlands.

Feeding
Swamp Harriers hunt for birds and eggs, large insects, 
frogs, reptiles and small mammals up to the size of hares 
or rabbits. When hunting they ‘quarter’, which means that 
they systematically search for prey by gliding low to the 
ground or water, then drop down on to their quarry. In 
New Zealand, Swamp Harriers often feed on carrion (dead 
animals).

Breeding
The nest of the Swamp Harrier is made of straw and 
grasses, hidden above the water in dense reeds in a swamp 
or in crops or long grasses near water. They usually nest in 
single pairs. The female incubates and broods the young, 
while the male hunts for food. He transfers the food to the 
female in the air, before she feeds it to the young.”

Local sightings
Most of my sightings have been in the grassy paddocks 
adjoining the Elcombe road, mainly in the “Park”’ area, 
however, considering the poor condition of farms due to 
the drought, no sightings are likely this year.     

Swamp Harrier
The big bomber - Rodney King
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10 HEALTH AND NUTRITION TIPS
1. Don’t Drink Sugar Calories
Sugary drinks are the most fattening 
things you can put into your body.
This is because liquid sugar calories 
don’t get registered by the brain in the 
same way as calories from solid foods 
For this reason, when you drink soda, 
you end up eating more total calories 
Sugary drinks are strongly associated 
with obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart 
disease and all sorts of health problems 
Keep in mind that fruit juices are 
almost as bad as soda in this regard. 
They contain just as much sugar, and 
the small amounts of antioxidants do 
NOT negate the harmful effects of the 
sugar.

2. Eat Nuts
Despite being high in fat, nuts are 
incredibly nutritious and healthy.
They are loaded with magnesium, 
vitamin E, fiber and various other 
nutrients.
Studies show that nuts can help you 
lose weight, and may help fight type 2 
diabetes and heart disease.
Additionally, about 10-15% of 
the calories in nuts aren’t even 
absorbed into the body, and some 
evidence suggests that they can boost 
metabolism.
In one study, almonds were shown to 
increase weight loss by 62% compared 
to complex carbohydrates.

3. Avoid Processed Junk Food 
(Eat Real Food Instead)
All the processed junk foods in the 
diet are the biggest reason the world 
is fatter and sicker than ever before.
These foods have been engineered to 
be “hyper-rewarding,” so they trick 
our brains into eating more than we 
need, even leading to addiction in 
some people.
They are also low in fiber, protein 
and micronutrients (empty calories), 
but high in unhealthy ingredients like 
added sugar and refined grains.

4. Don’t Fear Coffee
Coffee has been unfairly demonized. 
The truth is that it’s actually very 
healthy.
Coffee is high in antioxidants, and 
studies show that coffee drinkers live 
longer, and have a reduced risk of 
type 2 diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, 
Alzheimer’s and numerous other 
diseases.

5. Eat Fatty Fish
Pretty much everyone agrees that fish 
is healthy.
This is particularly true of fatty fish, 
like salmon, which is loaded with 
omega-3 fatty acids and various other 
nutrients .
Studies show that people who eat the 
most fish have a lower risk of all sorts 
of diseases, including heart disease, 
dementia and depression.

6. Get Enough Sleep
The importance of getting enough 
quality sleep can not be overstated.
It may be just as important as diet and 
exercise, if not more.
Poor sleep can drive insulin resistance, 
throw your appetite hormones out of 
whack and reduce your physical and 
mental performance.
What’s more, it is one of the strongest 
individual risk factors for future 
weight gain and obesity. One study 
showed that short sleep was linked 
to 89% increased risk of obesity in 
children, and 55% in adults.

7. Take Care of Your Gut Health 
With Probiotics and Fiber
The bacteria in your gut, collectively 
called the gut microbiota, are 
sometimes referred to as the “forgotten 
organ.”
These gut bugs are incredibly important 
for all sorts of health-related aspects. A 
disruption in the gut bacteria is linked 
to some of the world’s most serious 
chronic diseases, including obesity.

A good way to improve gut health, 
is to eat probiotic foods (like live 
yogurt and sauerkraut), take probiotic 
supplements, and eat plenty of fiber. 
Fiber functions as fuel for the gut 
bacteria.

8. Drink Some Water, Especially 
Before Meals
Drinking enough water can have 
numerous benefits.
One important factor, is that it can help 
boost the amount of calories you burn.
According to 2 studies, it can boost 
metabolism by 24-30% over a period 
of 1-1.5 hours. This can amount to 96 
additional calories burned if you drink 
2 liters (67 oz) of water per day.
The best time to drink water is half an 
hour before meals. One study showed 
that half a liter of water, 30 minutes 
before each meal, increased weight 
loss by 44%.

9. Don’t Overcook or Burn Your 
Meat
Meat can be a nutritious and healthy 
part of the diet. It is very high in 
protein, and contains various important 
nutrients.
The problems occur when meat is 
overcooked and burnt. This can lead to 
the formation of harmful compounds 
that raise the risk of cancer (38).
So, eat your meat, just don’t overcook 
or burn it.

10. Avoid Bright Lights Before 
Sleep
When we’re exposed to bright lights in 
the evening, this disrupts production 
of the sleep hormone melatonin.
An interesting “hack” is to use a pair 
of amber-tinted glasses that block 
blue light from entering your eyes in 
the evening.
This allows melatonin to be produced 
as if it were completely dark, helping 
you sleep better.
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Social Bowls:  Last Wednesday there were 6 playing social 
bowls; John Robinson and Graeme Mack defeated Garry 
O’Neile and Phil Brien 14 shots to 10 Diane Richardson 
and Trevor Galvin drew with Greg Brown and Col Roberg 
15 shots all.  Last Saturday Bingara bowling club travelled 
to Narrabri to play in the Maurice Gleeson Charity Day. 
24 teams played on the day enjoy by all. $4640.00 was 
raised from the day, which was going towards child in the 
town with cancer.
Ken Smith Triples:On Sunday round 1 of the Ken Smith 
triples robin round competition will start at 1.30pm. The 
following matches are Bev Roberg, Col Roberg and 

Graeme Mack to play Nicole Dixon, Stuart Dixon and Phil 
Brien; Tracy Newby, Slime Peeble and David Withers to 
play Aileen Galvin, Tom Fulleron and Trevor Galvin; Sub, 
John Robinson and Col Whitfield to play Robyn O’Neile, 
John Herring and Garry O’Neile.
Club Championships: The Men’s four of the club 
championships will start on Sunday 17 March. All club 
championship will commence at 1.00pm. Names sheet for 
Majors singles, Minor singles, Men’s Pairs, Mixed Pairs 
men’s fours and the men’s triples on the club note board.                                                             
Duty Team:  Jack Walton, Graeme Mack and Don Mack
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 425 Tough Previous solution - Medium

GRAVESEND - Winners of the 2018/19 BDCA Season
continued from page 24

Bowling honours for the Gully were given to Jay Phillips 
with 2/21, 3 catches going to Kelvin Charters, and the 
best of the batsmen was A Armstrong finishing on 35.
The Gully came out with intent to bat but it was Gravesend 
that were able to find the early wickets that seen the score 
come to 5/37 by the 11th over.  The back end of the Gully 
team refused to concede defeat and dug deep to fight their 
way back in the game and made it to 89 at the last wicket 
but it wasn’t enough to come out with the win.  Some 
impressive bowling by the young up and coming bowler 
Iszac Armstrong managed to bag himself 3/16 and man of 
the match.  Clayton Daley took 3 catches to help steer his 
team to victory, and batting honours for the Gully went to 

Jay Phillips with 18 not out.  
Regardless of it being a grand final, it was great to see in 
the spirit of the game that both teams letting the young 
guys get their turn in the spotlight and have a go.  Good to 
see and hopefully inspires them to become regulars in the 
game as they get older.  A big thanks to the people who 
volunteered on the day and the supporters for cheering 
their teams on.  
On another note, on the 30th March there will be a pink 
stumps day hosted by the Bingara Anglers club in support 
of the McGrath Foundation at the Gwydir Oval.  The day 
will see teams battle out in cricket with raffles, barbeque, 
and drinks.  So get to the ground and show your support. 



Thursday: Sunny in the morning, becoming partly 
cloudy in the afternoon. Hot.  High 37. UV index up to 
11. Wind southeast around 10 kph, gusting to 33 kph, 
in      the morning, becoming northeast in the afternoon.                                                                                                                         
Thursday night: Fair in the evening, becoming 
clear after midnight. Low 15. Wind east-
northeast around 16 kph, gusting to 32 kph, in 
the evening, becoming 8 kph after midnight.                                                                                                                                       
Friday: Sunny in the morning, becoming partly 
to mostly sunny in the afternoon. High 34. UV 
index up to 11. Wind northeast around 7 kph in the 
morning, becoming north-northwest in the afternoon.                                                                                                                                      
Friday night: Mostly cloudy in the evening, 

becoming fair after midnight. Low 16. Wind 
northeast around 9 kph, gusting to 27 kph.                                                                                                                       
Saturday: Partly cloudy. High 32. UV index up to 
9. Wind north around 10 kph, gusting to 26 kph.                                                                                                                                            
Saturday night: Partly cloudy in the evening, 
becoming partly to mostly cloudy after midnight. 
Low 18. Wind north-northeast around 8 kph.                                                                                                                
Sunday: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning, becoming 
mostly cloudy to cloudy     in the afternoon. High 35. UV 
index up to 7. Wind north around 14 kph, gusting       to 31 
kph, in the morning, becoming northwest in the afternoon.                                                                                                           
Sunday night: Mostly cloudy. Low 19. Wind southwest 
around 15 kph, gusting to 27     kph, in the evening, 
becoming south-southeast around 8 kph after midnight.            
Monday: Partly cloudy in the morning, becoming 
partly to mostly sunny in the afternoon. High 34. UV 
index up to 9. Wind south-southwest around 4 kph.                                                                                                  
Monday night: Partly cloudy in the evening, becoming 
fair after midnight. Low        17. Wind south around 3 kph in 
the evening, becoming east-northeast around 8 kph     after 
midnight.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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“Across Australia, this summer has been described as the 
hottest, wettest, dustiest, and generally most extreme on 
record. With one-in-100 year floods, and bushfires raging 
for weeks on end, it’s not a baseless claim.” This is a very 
sobering statement and the person making it, was Dr. 
Helen Cleugh, the director of Climate Science Centre at 
the CSIRO. But there is more bad news as she told the 
Australian Financial Review on February 28:
Firstly, she said that the temperature increases that 
Australia has experienced are within the projections the 
CSIRO published 30 years ago. In other words, reports 
were issued in the 1980s to government, industry and the 
public, putting us on notice the variable weather would 
become more intense due to climate change.
Secondly, the future becomes more foreboding. She 
said: “The key message from our most recent climate 
change projections is unchanged: if global greenhouse 
gas emissions continue on their current (high emissions) 
trajectory, then these warming trends will continue and the 
climate impacts we are seeing will continue more extreme 
weather events.” 
Thirdly, research published late February offers hope 
with 18 developed countries, including Britain, France, 
Germany and the USA having reduced emissions. In 
Australia, the CSIRO is working with many industries, 
including agriculture, to adapt to the changes occurring.

The report also provided a snap-shot of what has happened 
in Australia during 2018. For example, since 1950s the fire 
season has gradually increased, now it is about 6 weeks 
longer, therefore reducing the time for burn-offs, there 
is increased pressure on the electricity systems, January 
(2019) was the warmest month on record, December 27th 
(2018) experienced the mean hottest day on record (40.19 
degrees), Townsville’s 10 day rainfall record was broken 
by 300mm (30% more than the previous record), the floods 
in Queensland resulted in insurances losses estimated at 
$887, climate change played a part in the Murray Darling  
Basin disaster and  heat triggered the death of thousands 
of spectacled flying foxes, resulting in an “endangered’ 
rating. 
The source of information
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) is an independent Australian federal 
government agency responsible for scientific research. 
Its chief role is to improve the economic and social 
performance of industry for the benefit of the community.
Dr. Helen Cleugh is an atmospheric scientist with 30 
years of research and leadership experience. She currently 
leads the Earth Systems Science and Climate Change Hub 
consortium, funded through the Federal Government’s 
NESP program. Helen was appointed as leader of the 
Climate Science Centre in February 2017.

Crap weather – they said it would happen!
RODNEY KING



Victoria – Weekly Times February 27th
Basin’s dairy shutdown
The front page article said: “Dairying is been priced-out 
of the Murray Darling Basin’s water market with farmers 
culling into the core of their herds, drying off land or 
leaving the industry.” One problem is the price of water, 
$500 a megalitre, is claimed to be about three times what 
farmers can afford to pay. One farmer said: “Our milk price 
doesn’t match our water price. Our farm is on the market for 
exactly that reason.”  The paper’s editorial suggested that 
the current situation was predicted at least two years ago, 
and said: “Consultants Tim Cummins and Dave Appels 
released a report in February 2017 that forecast the loss 
of water to the environment and horticultural plantings 
would leave dairy farmers exposed to higher and more 
volatile water pricing.”
Recently there were claims that the decision to allow water 
to be traded as a commodity, results in small southern 
users being unable to compete with the large commodity 
traders, large cotton and mining companies.

Canada’s big bite of Aussie Ag
When we think about foreign investment in Australia, it 
is usually about that of China however, there has been 
a change. The Weekly Times reported: “Canada has 
surpassed China to become the leading foreign investor in 
Australian agriculture in the past year. Driven by pension 
funds, Canadian Investors last year spent $2.6 billion 
buying or investing in Australian agriculture.” China was 
second with $1.60 billion, with the USA third on $776 
million.

Cotton farmers cop abuse
It was reported: “Cotton farmers and others within the 
industry are being buffeted by a torrent of online abuse.” 
This has occurred since the Menindee fish kills and it was 
claimed that: “Social media has become rife with bullying 
and threats aimed at cotton growers, from naming all 
farmers greedy and calls for cotton farms to be blown up, 
to death threats.”
The South Australian Commissioner reported that 
irrigators should not be demonised and secondly, 
there is no evidence that water buybacks have little, if 
any negative impacts on communities. Another point 

in the argument, is that well before climate change 
was ever spoken about, it was claimed that irrigation 
licences were handed out “Willy nilly” and the water 
was over allocated. (Editor)    

Queensland – Queensland Country Life 
February 28th
Doctors fly to the rescue
“As graziers in north-west Queensland began tackling 
the enormous task of rebuilding properties shattered from 
once-in-a-generation natural disaster, doctors in the region 
were able to keep pace with their needs, thanks to the Rural 
Doctors Association of Queensland.”
The foundation provided $50,000 for the disaster and the 
coordinator, Dan Halliday said: “We’ve got a network 
in place – we just want to get in and give our people 
resources.”

PM’s climate fund a ‘lost opportunity’
The Queensland Country Life reported: “The federal 
government has announced its climate change policy- the 
$3.5 billion Climate Solution Fund – which prompted a mix 
of scepticism and disappointment in the farm sector, with 
complaints focused on lack of investment opportunities 
for family farms.” National Farmers’ Federation CEO 
Tony Maher told the newspaper the policy did not commit 
to an environmental stewardship fund and farmers have 
been denied additional income streamers.

NSW - The Land February 28th
Water war: mines beat farms
The Land reported: “A ground water auction at Gunnedah 
has revealed how little clout farmers have in the drought 
with mines hungry for water. A recent auction saw 
Whitehaven mines that run Maules Creek, Tarrawonga and 
the planned Vickery coal expansion, successfully bid $930 
a megalitre for 460 mgs of ground water in Zone 4 for a 
temporary transfer licence. The other bidder was believed 
to be Boggabri coal. Farmers dropped out at $300/mg, 
while at Narrabri a mine paid $5100/mg for permanent 
zone 5 ground water.” 
Farmer, Sally Hunter said no farmer could afford to buy 
and Namoi Water’s executive officer Jon-Maree Backer
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Renovated Cottage
Three large bedrooms, all carpeted plus office/sunroom or 
4th bedroom
Open plan kitchen/dining/living room with wood heater 
and R/C air con
Kitchen is spacious and well laid out
Rear patio on eastern side
Wood heater and R/C air con in lounge
Bathroom has also been renovated with shower toilet and 
vanity
Attached garage with automatic roller door and internal 

access
Various sheds plus chook and dog pens
Rainwater tank
As new iron roof
Set on large 2023sqm block with lane access
AFFORDABLY PRICED $230,000 
136 MAITLAND STREET, BINGARA
PHONE ANN  02 67243211 
OR 0419 681137

Tuesday 12th March - Cattle
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For the first time since the 14/15 season, Gravesend are the 
winners of the 2018/19 season of the BDCA cricket, one 
year on from missing out against Horton.  An impressive 
and vocal crowd from both the away and home teams had 
made their way to the ground to cheer their respective 
teams on.
Gravesend, led by Clayton Daley, and the Gully, led by 
George McClymont, took to the field on Saturday for the 
title with the Gravesend team securing the home ground 

advantage in the first week of the finals.  Gravesend won 
the toss and elected to bat.  Despite some impressive early 
bowling by the Gully openers that had the ball moving in 
every direction, Gravesend managed to see them out with 
only one wicket down.  The bowling remained tight from 
the Gully side up to drinks with Gravesend sitting on 3/63 
at the break.  After drinks Gravesend managed to put the 
foot down and get the runs flowing by finishing on 7/176 
at the end of the innings.                   continued on page 19 

GRAVESEND
Winners of the 2018/19 BDCA Season
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